
CMAT 335  Jennifer Cox 
Project 1 

Website Critiques & Presentations 
Due Feb. 23 

150 points for paper; 50 points for presentation 

You will choose three websites to examine based on the techniques for critique we have 
discussed in class and your readings. Be sure the websites are not ones we have previously 
discussed in class. (Smaller websites will probably be easier.) You will write a 5-page paper 
exploring those critical techniques, as well as comparing and contrasting the sites.  
 
You should incorporate the techniques for critique outlined in your Krug book and 
discussed in lecture. You should focus on the sites’ navigability, usability, and content. We 
discussed techniques for evaluating each.  
 
**Along with your 5-page paper, you will be expected to include a checklist explaining, 
point by point, how you evaluated each site. Using one standardized checklist will help you 
stay organized and allow you to evaluate each site based on equal principles.**  
 
You will give your opinion of what works and what doesn’t based on the techniques we 
have discussed. It is not enough to say “I like it,” or “I don’t like it.” If you like the colors, 
or the font, or the layout, explain why (based on the rationales we have discussed).  
 
You must also offer suggestions for improvements based on what you have learned in class. 
Your suggestions should be specific. For example, if you believe the buttons should be 
worded more clearly, offer alternative wording in your critique. 
 
**Writing that is sloppy or loaded with grammatical errors will receive point deductions.** 
 
Then, you will pick one of the websites to have critiqued to give a live critique on in class. 
You do not need to prepare a PowerPoint (though you may if you wish). Simply pull up the 
website and walk us through your evaluation process using your checklist. 
 
**Your presentation should last 4-5 minutes. Presentations that run long or short will 
receive point deductions.** 


